Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

SECRET 
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ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/E:GWSCOTT:PS 
APPROVED BY AF:WESCHAUFELE 
AF/E:RSPOST 
S/S- SESTEINER 

26204 1Z 129085/61 

O 262035Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL ASMARA 

SECRET STATE 067840 

EXDIS, FOR CHARGE AND PRINCIPAL OFFICER ONLY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PORS, .FOR, ET, US 

SUBJECT: SAFETY OF AMCITS IN ETHIOPIA 

1 . WE AND OTHER ELEMENTS IN THE USG ARE CONCERNED BY THE 
INCREASING DANGER TO WHICH CONDITIONS IN ETHIOPIA ARE 
EXPOSING RESIDENT AMCITS. DOD/ISA IS NOW STUDYING A 
PROPOSAL FROM THE JOINT CHIEFS TO EVACUATE ALL US 
MILITARY DEPENDENTS. 

2. WE ASSUME THAT A LARGE EXODUS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS 
WOULD HAVE AN ADVERSE IMPACT ON OUR RELATIONS WITH THE 
EPMG AND MIGHT EVEN INCREASE THE DANGER TO THOSE AMCITS 
BOTH LEAVING AND REMAINING. HOWEVER, AS FIRST STEP 

WE ARE CONSIDERING WHETHER VOLUNTARY DEPARTURE OF SOME 
DEPENDENTS MIGHT EASE THE PROBLEM AT REDUCED RISK. WE 
STUDYING SOME OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND OTHER PROBLEMS 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 067840 

THIS WOULD ENTAIL. 

3. SUGGEST YOU CONSULT WITH MAAG AND OTHER ELEMENTS 
AND SEND YOUR COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THESE 
AND OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SUBJECT. 

4. FOR ASMARA: REQUEST YOUR ASSESSMENT RE DESIRABILITY 
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OF EVACUATION OF US MILITARY DEPENDENTS FROM KAGNEW. 

CHRISTOPHER 

SECRET 

NNN 
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